THE DETERMINISM OF NATURE

scale of being, a different meaning and value and have
to be judged by a different outlook. So it is with the
levels of the human soul. What we now call in our
ordinary mentality our free will and have a certain
limited justification for so calling it, yet appears to the
Yogin who has climbed beyond and to whom our
night is day and our day night, not free will at all.
but a subjection to the modes of Nature. He regards
the same facts, but from the higher outlook of the
whole-knower, krtsna-vit^ while we view it altogether
from the more limited mentality of our partial
knowledge, akrtsnamdah, which is an ignorance. What
we vaunt of as our freedom is to him bondage.

The perception of the ignorance of our assumption
of freedom while one is all the time in the meshes of
this lower nature, is the view-point at which the Gita
arrives and it is in contradiction to this ignorant claim
that it affirms the complete subjection of the ego-soul
on this plane to the gunas. "While the actions are
being entirely done by the modes of Nature," it says,
"he whose self is bewildered by egoism thinks that it
is his 'I' which is doing them. But one who knows the
true principles of the divisions of the modes and of
works, realises that it is the modes which are acting
and reacting on each other and is not caught in them
by attachment. Those who are bewildered by the
modes, not knowers of the whole, let not the knower
of the whole disturb in their mental standpoint.
Giving up thy works to Me, free from desire and
egoism, fight delivered from the fever of thy soul."
Here there is the clear distinction between two levels
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